
Near Approach 
By Glenn Currier 
 
Here in the gray light of dawn 
I see you, gentle and tender,  
approaching us  
and I am in wonder 
thinking of my ignorant and obstinate species 
and curious about why you keep coming back to us 
you beautiful being  
each morning and twilight. 
 
My deep sleep dreams disturb  
confuse and trouble my mind, 
but awake here and now I find 
the placid lake of your presence 
and abide in your uncanny arrival. 
 
Author’s Note: I have been thinking about the recent alignment of Jupiter and Saturn in the twilight sky. This 
alignment of the two planets and ours is called a conjunction. The last time humans saw such a close 
conjunction was 800 years ago. And the experience of this near approach reminds me of the awesomeness and 
force of the universe, yet it seems such a tender quiet moment like the arrival of dawn.  
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